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Sexual Harassment Victimization and Related
Factors of
Junior High School Students in Taiwan
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Abstract

In the present study, we aimed to explore the status quo of sexual harassment at
junior high schools in Taiwan and to examine the relationships among knowledge,
social support, life skills and experience of peer sexual harassment. Data on sexuality
education outcomes in Taiwan in 2008 were taken from a cross-sectional questionnaire
survey of Taiwanese elementary schools and high schools by the Ministry of Education.
Cluster sampling was used to obtain a sample of 2,276 new students (49.8% are boys)
at senior high schools in Taiwan. Over 90% respondents had experienced at least one

kind of peer sexual harassment behaviors, and there were almost 30% participants self-
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perceiving to be sexually harassed by peers in the previous 3 years in junior high school.
Multiple regression analyses were performed in boys and girls respectively. Expression
and communication skills, refusal and self-control skills were significant factors to
verbal, physical and self-perceived harassing behaviors for both genders. For girls,
social support predicted all types of harassment significantly too. The results can be a
referral to peer sexual harassment prevention intervention of junior high school students

in the future.

Key words: junior high school, peer sexual harassment
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