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The First Death Experience of College Students
and Its Related Issues

Si-chi Chen*

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate the first death experience of college
students and its related issues. The subjects were 182 college students. The data was
collected by the self-administered questionnaire designed by the researcher. The results
revealed that the subjects’ first death experience occurred from 3 to 22 years old and
the deceased that was a pet were 28.89% and human being were 71.11%. Above 90%
subjects were significantly influenced by the death events and most of them felt
miserable. Above 80% subjects had significant reactions to the death events and most of
them cried at that time. The most significant reactions of the children and parents to the
death events were no difference . And the subjects’ significant feelings and reactions were
correspondence to the social norm . The death events stimulated the subjects to think
about the issues about life and death and there were 68.7% subjects who said that they had
some questions about death, the main problems were about world after life, soul and rebirth.
Most of the subjects’ parents had significant reactions to the death events and most of
them felt grief, miserable and cried. About 20% parents talked about death issues with the
subjects and there were above 60% subjects felt more comfortable after talking with their
parents . Today, most of the subjects’ construction of feeling and understanding about death
were significantly influenced by their first death experiences. Finally, the findings were
discussed and the researcher suggested that from kindergarten death or life education shouald
be practiced at random , especially the children who have the death experience of a love one
or pet need the support and education at once, and parent-child education and teachers’
in-service education should be conducted in conjunction with health education ,death
education or life education and some special personal reaction or problem relate to death
should be transferred to other professionals to deal with .

Key words: first death experience, death education, life education, health education
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