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A Study on the Knowledge of Addictive drugs
and the Attitudes toward Drug Education Among
Junior High Schools Teachers

Huang, Yu-Chia  Lee, Ching-Mei

Abstract

The purposes of the study were to understand the status of the knowledge of addicted
drugs, the attitudes toward drug education, and the relationship between the personal
characteristic and drug teaching experience among the junior high school teachers in Taipei.

The sample was selected by the random sampling method. Fourteen schools were
included, with the total number of valid questionnaires being 472. The data were collected
via a group self-administration in January, 1995. The data were analyzed with frequency
distribution, percentage, one-way ANOVA, and multiple regression.

Among the teacher respondents, 19.1% had found students with drug problems. They
dealt with the problem by informing students’ parents or consulting with the students. Forty-
three percent of the teachers had taught drug education. However, only 7.6% of the teachers
had received drug education training.

The knowledge regarding addictive drugs among the teachers was good except for the
effects of drugs and drug-related law enforcement. The younger teachers and those graduated
from medical/health departments knew more about addictive drugs than the older and those
who graduate from other departments. Most teachers agreed that drug education was
important and that teachers played important roles in drug education. However, teachers
should be encouraged to take part in drug education.

The multiple regression analyses showed that teachers’ knowledge of addict drugs and

attitudes toward drug abuse could be predicted by socio-demographic variables, teaching
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experience, and drug education experiences. However, the explanatory power was limited.

Recommendations for improving drug education for teachers were suggested.

Key Words: attitude, drug abuse, drug education, knowledge, teacher
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