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Gender Differences in Premarital Sexual Behavior
Among College Students.

Chang-Ming Lu

abstract

Different rate in premarital sexual behavior between men and women have led to
the consideration that there may be gender differences which account for these varia-
tions.

The purpose of the current study was to determine whether such gender differen-
ces exist in beliefs about consequences of engaging in premarital sexual behavior,
evaluation of those consequenes, one’s normative beliefs and one’s motivations to
comply among 312 college-age students. These subcomponents of theory of reasoned
action were tested with multivariate analysis procedures. Significant gender differences
found in beliefs about the consequences of engaging in premarital sexual behavior,
evaluation of those consequences, normative beliefs concerning engaging premarital
sexual behavior and motivations to comply indicate that educational program should

address menbers of the two sexes in different ways.

Key words: Premarital Sexual Behavior; Theory of Reasoned action; Behavioral Belief:

Outcome Evaluation; Normative Belief; Motivation to comply
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