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A Crogs-Cultural Study of Cigarette Smoking
Beliefs Among Tenth-Grade Students

In Toledo, OHIO (U.S.A.)and Taipei, Taiwan

Song-yuan Huang
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to utilize Fishbein's Model of
Reasoned Action to identify the attitudinal and social factors which
might predict the behavioral intention of tenth-grade students in
Toledo, Ohio and Taipeil, Taiwan for smoking cigarettes., This research
project also attempted to determine the differences in cigarette
smoking beliefs and attitudes between students who are of different
cultural background.

The closed-format questionnaire used in this study was administer-
ed to 302 students in Toledo and 1,634 students in Taipei. These two
groups were selected from the tenth-grade student population in Toledo
and Taipei by using cluster sampling. The data were analyzed by using
frequency distribution, percentage, Pearson product-moment correlation
coefficlent (r), standardized regression, t-test, F test, Bartlett's
Tegst of Sphericity and Wilks lambda.

The results of this study indicated that Fishbein's Model of
Reasoned Action was successful in predicting smoking intention of
tenth-grade students both in Toledo and Taipei. Additionally, the
attitudinal component accounted for the great majority of the variance
in each pupulation group. In accordance with Fishbein's Model, it was
found that the components of the model were positively correlated with
thelr determinants in Toledo and Taipei with the exception of the corre-
lation between the product of the beliefs weighted by the evaluations
and the attitudinal component in Taipei.

There was a significant difference between those tho intend and

those who do not intend to smoke cigarettes in the four subcomponents
of Fishbein's Model of Reasoned Action (beliefs, evaluations, norma-
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tive beliefs, and motivations to comply) in Toledo and Taipei respec-
tively. The same situation exists between males and females, and
smokers and nonsmokers in each respective city with the exception of
males and females in Toledo on the subcomponent of evaluations.

The findings of the study revealed that the variables of smoking
intention, gender, smoking experience, and cultural. background should
be taken into account when utilizing Fishbein's Model as a tool in
anti-smoking education. The awareness of the differences of the
variables by health educators would be helpful in developing effective

anti-smoking strategies.
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