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Mother's Cognition, Attitude, and Practice toward

Hepatitis B Vaccination for Newborn
Yen, Han-Wen Edwin; Chang, Lin-Jong

ABSTRACT

In Taiwan, the carrier rate of the hepatitis B surface
antigen (HBeAg) is 15-20 per 100 population, and least 40%
of these carriers are infected by their mothers during early
life. These carriers are at increased risk of chronic liver
disease. Approximately 90% of the infants of infected mo-
thers become carriers.

qurder to eliminate the chance of "mother to infant
transmission" and to reduce the carrier rates in Taiwan,
an islandwide hepatitis B vaccine immunization program has
been designed and implemented for newborn infants by free
charge since July, 1986.

The purpose of this study was to examine the factors
which might inhibit the feasibility of the immunization pro-
gram, and the education needs which might improve the effici-
ency of the intervention program. To achieve this goal, edu-
cational assessment was carried out in this paper.

Eight communities consisting of 2 wvilliages, 2 towns,
2 cities, and 2 urban areas within a metropolis were selected.
In the study, we randomly selected 640 mothers of newborn
infants from the above communities. Data regarding the know-
ledge, attitude and practice of those mothers were collected
and analyzed.

Only 63.75% of those newborn infants' mothers answered
correctly on hepatitis B knowledge test. Their knowledge
were mainlv from "television". Their atcitudes toward the
program were positive. "Husband and parents" were considered
te »c thie most important opinion sources by respondaents.
Ninety-four percent of mothers had never been attended to
any activities of hepatitis B education before.

The injection rate obtained from our survey tends to
be higher than the injection rate recorded by nurses in the
Health Bureaus. Furthermore, «nalysis of variance was used
to examine the differences among the mothers' Kknowledge,
attitude and practice with respect to selected independent
variables.

Keywords: HB, Vaccination, Hedlth Education
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